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seen demands gravely made by slaveholding legis-
latures and governors upon the authorities of free
and sovereign States for the delivery of their
fellow-citizens to torture and death, and for the
passage of laws against the liberty of speech and
of the press. By things like these has the North-
ern laborer been summoned to discussion."

In reply to Governor Everett's statement that
the framers of the Constitution provided for the
perpetuity of the institution of slavery, he quotes
passages from Washington, Jefferson, Franklin,
and others, to show that they looked for its speedy
extinction. Then comes this memorable passage:

" George Washington was another signer of the
Constitution. I know that he was a slaveholder;
and I have not forgotten the emotions which swelled
my bosom, when in the metropolis of New England,
the Cradle of Liberty, a degenerate sonl of the
Pilgrims pointed to his portrait, which adorns the
wall, with the thrice-repeated exclamation, * That
slaveholder !' I saw the only blot on the other-
wise bright and spotless character of the Father
of his Country held to open view, exposed by
remorseless hands to sanction a system of oppres-
sion and blood. It seemed to me like sacrilege.
I looked upon those venerable and awful features,
while the echoes, once wakened in that old Hall by
the voice of ancient Liberty, warm from the lips
of Adams and Hancock and the fiery heart of
James Otis, gave back from wall and gallery the
exulting cry of ' Slaveholder,' half expecting to see
the still canvas darken with a frown, and the pic-
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